Driving Directions to Shepherd Pass Trail (Symmes Creek) Steve Eckert (updated June 2003) 
Related GPS waypoints in Waypoint+ format (NAD83, decimal degrees) with descriptive comments, in a popup window. WARNING: Bears have been seen at low-elevation trailheads in this area (Shepherd Pass in particular) so don't assume your car is safe with food in it. 

Shepherd Pass provides direct access to Williamson and Tyndall, in addition to the abandoned Junction Pass trail, as it crosses into the Kern drainage. The trailhead (waypoint SHPRDT) was accessible to regular passenger cars as of June 2001, with careful driving, but some may choose to leave their car at the stock trailhead (waypoint SHPRDH) and walk a bit further to avoid the roughest road. The driving directions in Secor's book are fairly accurate, but the mileage seems a bit high in places. 
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Take the Onion Valley Road (aka Market Street) west from the center of Independence (waypoint INDEPN and the only traffic light in town), but don't go all the way to Onion Valley! Turn south (left) onto unpaved Foothill Road, at the signed turn-off to Shepherd Pass (waypoint INDEPJ) about 4.5 miles from town. 

Turn right at the SHPRD1 fork where the road becomes very winding and you should ignore side roads, turn hard left at SHPRDH following the sign for Symmes Creek. Waypoint SHPRDH is at the horse trailhead, and you can park your car here if the road ahead gets too rough. 
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Hikers should continue (3.3 miles from the Onion Valley Road junction) past the stock trailhead, and turn right (southwest) at waypoint SHPRDJ where there is a wooden sign marked (for the first time) 'Shepherd Pass Hiker Trail'. On the way out, this junction has a wooden sign marked 'Onion Valley Road.' Beyond this junction, small cars must watch carefully for rocks and high center clearance between ruts. (If you don't make this turn, you'll be headed for Bairs Creek and/or George Creek.) 

Take the righ fork at SHPRD2, and turn right again at SHPRD3. Both of these turns are marked by small wooden 'TRAIL' signs. The trailhead is at SHPRDT, including a nice sign about when the area is closed for bighorn sheep and a pit toilet that no one seems to use. Access to the stream is possible, but keep in mind that it's downstream of FIVE stock trail crossings. (Probably not the best place to fill up on water.) 

The trail starts in the Symmes Creek drainage, climbs over a saddle and drops 600' into the Shepherd Creek drainage, goes past a year-round stream before reaching Mahogany Flat, then switchbacks up to Anvil Camp before reaching 'alpine terrain.' This is a hot trailhead, and some people do 1500-2000' of climbing (with a dry bivy) after dinner to escape the mid-day heat below Anvil. Shepherd Pass is over-used and the lake has filled with yellow algae in the last few years. Water filters clog with a one-night stay. Camp somewhere else, like the high lakes in Williamson Bowl or along the stream that forms to the west of the pass. 

